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By FRANK JACKMAN .
Of The News Washington Bureay

TIIE CIA and the entire U.S. “in-
tellizence community” has found
itself on the spot in public, not |
only for disobeying a Presidential order!
and storing some deadly poisons for fxve-
years, but for a far more serious error-
— misreading the events leading up to!
the Arab-Israeli War of October, 1973.
In «n action that touched off a con-
frontation with. President Ford, House
Iit=llizence Committee- Cna.cv-nan Otis
G. Pike (D-N.Y.), a-tough; no.nonsense
lawmaker from -Riverhead, LJI., made’
public top-secret briefing paper, pro- !
vided then-Président Nixon on the eve
of the Yom Kippur conflict of 1973. :
The papers showed that' U.S. intelli-

___‘4___

gence agencies told Nixon that military | ey (NSA): Defense Intelligence Agency

ac*mtv bv both -sides was _merely :
“maneuvers” or . “exercises.” ~ What’s .
more, tne papers ' indicated” that even-
after the swar -started on Oct. 6, 1973,
the agencies persisted in their error,
telling Nixon and his. top-advisers: “\We.

‘povernment,

¢an find no hard evidence of a-major,.
coordinated - Egyptian-Syrian offenslvei
asross the (Suez): Canal and in the;
Golan “leights area.” .
©.To Pike — and to others on. Capu.o
Hill — the briefing papers raised thel
crucial ouestion cf whether the nation. i
getiing full value for the more than $6
billion it spends each year .on intelli-
gence-gathering aperations through th
CrfA and Half a dozen other top secret|
outfits. -~
While the 'heav:lv publicized hean
of the Senate. Intelligence. Committee,
neaded by Sen. Frank Church (D-
Idaho), garnered the headlines with diss
plays of CIA poison dart guns and re-

ports of zany schemes to make simulat-|.

cd zerm attacks on the Sixth Ave.
subway, it was Pike's commities :m’
posed the key questions: Is what we zet
worth 21l that money? Are we gelting
50 much trivia that policymakers are
-overwhelmed with what intelligence
officials call *“background noise” and
fail! to kear the danger signals? .

When Assistant Attorney General-
Rex Lee appeared before Pike’s commit-
tee to urge a “return to the traditional
approach” of dealing with intellizence
matter- on Capitol Hill, the Long Island
congressman snapped: “That is what is
wrong, Mr. Lee. For decades, other com-
mittees of Congress have not done thenr
iodb, and you have loved it.” . .

Too-Friendly Persuasion

The “tradmonal approach” Thas
meant that “the executive branch comas.
up and " whispers in one friendly con-
gnessman's ear or another friendly con-
gressman’s ear, and that. is exactly what
you want to continue, and this is exactly | .
what I thnnk has led us mto the mess we |
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What Pike plans Fo do is to ana-
l,vze how the U.S. intelligence communi-
ty has been doing.its basic job.. And in-
lwht: of its record on the Tet oifensive!
in Vietnam in 1968, the Turkish invasion:
of Cyprus in 1974 and the October, 1973 .-
Mideast war, the Pike probe may be the-:
most dangerous of all for the CIA and:
its allies. e

Far from-'bemg a minor achﬂl:y of!
the gathering of intelli-:
gence looms as one of Washington's'
biggest industries. Besides the CIA and ;|
the FBI, an_alphabet soup of other;
federal agencies are encraged in trymg
to find out what's gomg on, both at
home and abroad. .. '~ 4

There’s the Natnonal Secnrty .Agen- }

- (DIA); the varxous investigative, securi-

ty and spy services of the Army, \avy
and Air Force (including something
called the “Nahonal Reconnaissance Of<
fice” that .is so secret.its very name-.
used to be classified); . Secret Serv'ce' X
the Internal Revenue Service’s Intelli-
gence Division; Customs Service; Drug -
Enforcement Admxmstratlon' *he Bu-
reau. of Alcohol Tobacco.and Firearms
of the Treasury (the “revenuers” who+
hunt down- moonshiners, among others); :
Postal Inspectlon Service; the Treasury:
Department’s intelligence service; -and:
the ]L}N:clear " ;Iéegula.tory ?;gmﬁéon
e zéddel sdrvice er e Atgip- :
} %%‘i&g'% 2520, i
I addxt'on, there are a nu'noer,v_ﬁx‘.
o*ner agencies with intelligence - func-
tions: Agency for Internatwnai Develon-'
ment (AID): U.S. Information Agency;.
Federal Communications Commission; -
and.the Departments of Commaree,. In--
ternor. Agriculture and Justice. cet
Then there are the files tnat var-
jous agencies keep on American citi- -
zens. The U.S. Civil Service Commissian, .
for example, has more than 15 million
names in its “securlty” files. Gamshoes
from the commission’s Bureau.of Per-

sonnel Investigations are active ,all over -

the United States, - interviewing ~ -the
references given by prospective federal -
jobholders, probing deenly the back-
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clear Regulatory Agency’s intelligence |
division, 300 and 320 m-ll.on and Treas-
ury' Department - mtelh"e'lce, 300 and
'$10 miillion.

‘Adm,- William T, Paborn, who was
dn:ector of Central Intelhgence from
- 1963 to 1968, once defined the dxf:erence :
b‘et\\eeh “mtelhvence and “informa-
“tion’ as the “process of evaluatmg the l
‘accuracy and assessing the significance
in terms of national security.” Ar'd that, |
basically, is the job of the U.S. mteuiy
g-ence commumby coTe

*The 1} keystone of this commumty —
although- it does not have the largest.
number of_ personnel or spend .the most
money — is the. CIA. Headqnartered in
a seven-story marble ;or‘resa surround- !
in Langley, |
Va., across the Potomac fiom Washing- | -
ton 4he CIA-is responsible under law
oniy for putting together jigsaw pleces
of raw information and evaluatuw taem
as to ‘seeurity and significance; Of
course, it does much more than that amd, |
a3 the nation and the Rockefeller Com-:
mission have discovered, few  govern-
ment agencies have taken suelf liberties
“in interpreting theu' legallv assxgned]
functxons as the CIA. |

- About 4800 of the CIA’s estimated 1
16 500 emplo)es are in_ “clandestine’
serwces ” that is, spying. But the agen-
5 €%, 2150 ey - thoysand§, of forev’n*

grounds of those seeking: so-called sensi- ! .8;919-7 £o: ?'i}t.hé; mf;ommzbn, 3'1}1 it h*‘
the pOStS l',} N w* ,},,)( ir-.‘? 7.! et r‘&'.'{ * * >~l ]
Even the Depaltme'\t of Transporta— RS ,,r £ el -y

- tion gets into the act. It has an electron--
"ic dossier of almest 3 million Americans
who have-even had .a driver’s license
- suspended or revoked. And-one of its-
semx-mdependen. agencies, the National
Transportation ~* Safety Board, sends-
mvestlvators ‘to the scene of every
major - transporiation disaster — air, .

‘land- or'sea — to search out "probable 1
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